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Your agency receives a report regarding Steven a 4-year-old child who lives with his 
mother and father. Steven’s mother, Angie, has an anxiety disorder and takes 
Valium, a sedative. Robert, Steven’s father is a truck driver and is seldom home 
during the week. Steven has severe behavioral problems and violently acts out 
against his preschool teacher and his mother. One afternoon after an especially 
difficult day at preschool, Steven hit his mother in the face with a book. His behavior 
continued to escalate, and he hit his mother again, causing her lip to bleed. Steven’s 
mother, to calm him, gave him two of her prescribed Valium pills and he fell asleep 
shortly thereafter. The next day at preschool, Steven told his teacher that his mother 
gave him pills that made him feel funny and fall asleep.  
 
1. Based on the information provided what type of child abuse, if any, may be 

occurring?  Explain.  
 

(1)  Causing bodily injury to a child through any recent act or failure to act. 
 
(7) Causing serious physical neglect of a child. "Serious physical neglect."  Is 

further defined as: Any of the following when committed by a perpetrator that 
endangers a child's life or health, threatens a child's well-being, causes bodily 
injury or impairs a child's health, development or functioning: 

 
2. If child abuse appears to be occurring, who is the most likely alleged 

perpetrator(s)? Explain.   
 
(i)  A parent of the child. 

 
 
3. What additional information would you need to confirm your conclusions above 

and from what sources would you seek this information?  
 

Medical evaluation to determine impact on child and whether it caused the 
child impairment and whether it endangered the child’s life health, well-
being, development, functioning etc  

Your agency receives a report regarding Wendy a 15-year-old child living with her 
grandparents, Bill and Alice. Wendy’s mother, Tina, is incarcerated for theft and her 
father, Tony, is deceased. Wendy was diagnosed with ADHD when she was 9 years old 
and was prescribed Adderall. Wendy is a relatively responsible child, and she takes her 
medication each morning on her own, under the supervision of her grandmother. The 
medication is stored in an unlocked bathroom medicine cabinet. On Wendy’s birthday, 
she had two friends stay the night. After Wendy fell asleep, her friend Kim went to the 
medicine cabinet and found the Adderol prescription. Kim crushed 10 pills and snorted 
them. Her blood pressure elevated rapidly, and she went into respiratory distress. Alice, 
the grandmother, found Kim lying on the bathroom floor and called 911.  
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1. Based on the information provided what type of child abuse, if any, may be 
occurring?  Explain.  
 

(1) Causing bodily injury to a child through any recent act or failure to act. 
As grandparents knowingly kept medication in an unlocked bathroom 
medicine cabinet  

 
2. If child abuse appears to be occurring, who is the most likely alleged 

perpetrator(s)? Explain.   
 
Arguably, the grandparents fit the definitions of perpetrator since they are: 
(iv) A person 14 years of age or older and responsible for the child's 
welfare or having direct contact with children as an employee of child-care 
services, a school or through a program, activity or service.  

 
 

3. What additional information would you need to confirm your conclusions 
above and from what sources would you seek this information?  

 

Medical information as to whether the child experienced impairment of 
physical condition or substantial pain  

 
Your agency receives a report regarding David a  17-year-old child living with his 
mother, Michelle. David’s father, Roy, and his mother were divorced about a year ago. 
David visits with Roy on the weekends. Since the divorce, Michelle has begun abusing 
her prescription for OxyContin. Last weekend, David and Roy were visiting and had an 
argument about David’s grades. David called his mother and said he wanted to come 
home. Roy was not pleased but agreed to allow David to drive back to his mother’s 
home. When David arrived, Michelle was intoxicated. Michelle told David she 
understood how frustrating Roy could be. Michelle then offered David some of her 
OxyContin and told David it helps her to escape when she is stressed. David took two 
OxyContin and then went to bed. On Monday, David’s teacher overheard him telling the 
story to his friends. David was heard saying that his mother gave him the pills and he 
was “wasted.” 

 

1. Based on the information provided what type of child abuse, if any, may be 
occurring?  Explain.  

 
(1) Causing bodily injury to a child through any recent act or failure to act. 
 
(5) Creating a reasonable likelihood of bodily injury to a child through any recent 

act or failure to act. 
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(7) Causing serious physical neglect of a child. 

“Bodily injury.” Impairment of physical condition or substantial pain. “Serious 
physical neglect.” Is further defined as: Any of the following when committed 
by a perpetrator that endangers a child’s life or health, threatens a child’s 
well-being, causes bodily injury or impairs a child’s health, development, or 
functioning. 

 
2. If child abuse appears to be occurring, who is the most likely alleged 

perpetrator(s)? Explain.   
 
(i)  A parent of the child. 

 
 

3. What additional information would you need to confirm your conclusions above 
and from what sources would you seek this information?  

 
Medical evaluation to determine impact on child and whether it caused the 
child impairment and whether it endangered the child’s life health, well-being, 
development, functioning etc  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Your agency receives a report regarding Mitchell  a 14-year-old child who has been 
diagnosed with Oppositional Defiant Disorder and General Anxiety Disorder. Mitchell is 
prescribed Xanax and is to take the medication as needed. Mitchell’s parents are very 
cautious about when he has access to the medication. The pills are kept in a locked box 
in the parent’s bedroom. Mitchell discovered where the key to the box was hidden last 
week and began taking the pills when his parents were not home. During a session with 
his therapist, Mitchell admitted that he had been abusing his Xanax to get “high.” He 
tells his therapist that his parents were not aware of the drug abuse.  

 
 
1. Based on the information provided what type of child abuse, if any, may be 

occurring?  Explain.  
 

Arguably none if it is determined that Mitchell’s parents took reasonable 
precautions to prevent Mitchell’s unauthorized use of the medication  

  



CPSL Case Scenario Activity 

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center  309: Prescription Drug Abuse 

  Handout #18, Page 4 of 4 

2. If child abuse appears to be occurring, who is the most likely alleged 
perpetrator(s)? Explain.   

 
N/A  

 
 
 

3. What additional information would you need to confirm your conclusions above 
and from what sources would you seek this information?  
 
From the parents and Mitchell to determine if there is additional information 
that would indicate that the parents had reason to know that Mitchell was 
misusing the prescription and through inaction did not prevent it.  

 
 

 


